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/ Europe Begins With Our Children: EDP Policy Priorities

Europe’s future rests on its youngest citizens. Across the continent, inspiring
examples show what is possible: Sweden’s generous parental leave, France’s
€1 school meals, Finland’s baby box, and Denmark’'s child-friendly
neighborhoods prove that ambitious, family-focused policies work.

The European Union’s founding treaties affirm the protection of children’s
rights, while the Charter of Fundamental Rights establishes that their best
interests must always come first. This means that the Union is not only
empowered but also obliged to act in favour of children. In recent years,
significant progress has been made: the EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child
and the European Child Guarantee stand as landmark initiatives, helping to
promote children’s rights, reduce poverty, and create more equal opportunities
for young people across the continent.

Yet these initiatives, while historic, are not enough. They remain underfunded,
unevenly implemented, and far from matching the urgency of the challenges
our children face. Today, one in four children in Europe is still at risk of poverty
or social exclusion, digital threats multiply at an alarming pace, and too many
families struggle to balance work and care. If Europe is to be true to its values,
children must not be treated as an afterthought, but as the foundation of the
European project itself.

We propose:

1. Make Early Childhood a Cornerstone of EU Policy

Investment in nurseries, healthcare, early education, and parenting support
must be a foundational pillar of European policy. Fighting child poverty starts in
the earliest years.

2. Guarantee Dignified Parenthood Across Europe

We demand a harmonised framework ensuring equitable parental leave,
support for single parents, and recognition of diverse families. Parenthood must
be protected with dignity and equality across the EU.

3. Eradicate Child Poverty by 2030 — No Excuses

A coordinated European plan must eradicate child poverty, building on the
European Child Guarantee and the EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child. We
must ensure that no child is left behind.

4. Shielding our Children in the Digital Age

Robust EU rules must shield children from harmful content, manipulative
advertising, and excessive screen time, while promoting a safe, ethical, and
human-centered digital environment.

5. Educate for Citizenship and Digital Literacy

Civic and digital education, rooted in European values, should begin in primary
school to strengthen democracy, prevent radicalisation, and raise responsible
young Europeans.
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6. Prioritise Youth Mental Health
A European youth mental health strategy must ensure access to care,

prevention, and anti-stigma campaigns, breaking taboos and building
resilience.

7. Work-Life Balance as an Engine of Economic Growth
Flexible working arrangements and telework rights are essential for a Europe
that values both productivity and family well-being.

8. Rights That Move with Families

Families moving across borders should carry their rights to education,
healthcare, and social support with them, reinforcing freedom of movement and
equality.

9. Giving Local Authorities the Power to Act
A European Charter for Child-Friendly Territories would enable municipalities to
lead in innovation and tailor policies to children’s needs on the ground.

10. Children-oriented City planning

Urban planning must prioritise green spaces, safe schools, and secure
transport, creating protective and nurturing environments for Europe’s
youngest citizens.

Now is the moment to be ambitious at the European level. The EU must
embrace a Children First Agenda for its current mandate: a comprehensive,
binding, and properly resourced commitment that ensures every child in Europe
can grow up free from poverty, safe from harm, healthy in body and mind, and
empowered as an active citizen.

To achieve this, we call for a European Pact for Childhood — a permanent
platform for sharing best practices, scaling up successful policies, and
embedding proven models such as those mentioned above.

We European Democrats call on Europe to act with courage and vision: to make
children not just a policy area among others, but the cornerstone of a shared
and inclusive European future.


http://www.democrats.eu/

